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heavier ones, a large amount of energy is released. Fusion research is aimed
at developing a prototype fusion power plant that is safe and reliable,
environmentally responsible and economically viable, with abundant and
widespread fuel resources.

The ITER project is sited at Cadarache in the South of France. The
construction costs of the facility are estimated at 5 billion Euros over ten
years, most of which will be awarded in the form of contracts to industrial
companies and fusion research institutions. Europe will contribute roughly half
of the costs of its construction, while the other six Parties to this joint
international venture ( China, Japan, India the Republic of Korea, the Russian
Federation and the USA), will contribute equally to the rest.

Each Party has set up a Domestic Agency to organize and carry out
procurement of their in kind contributions to ITER. The Domestic Agencies
employ their own staff and have their own budget and will place contracts with
suppliers.



