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Welcome to ITER 
 
ITER, one of the greatest international science projects of our times that aims to demonstrate the 

scientific and technical feasibility of fusion power. Seven Members are engaged in the ITER Project –

China, European Union, India, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation and the United 

States – representing more than half of the world’s population.   

 

The ITER Organization (IO) welcomes students to take part in this unique human endeavour, and it is 

for this reason that ITER Organization’s internship program has been established. This program 

provides a framework by which undergraduate and postgraduate students from diverse academic 

backgrounds can apply the knowledge obtained during their educational experience in
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- Category S:  Specific internships to be considered on an individual basis. These may be scientific or 

technical internships, which are subject to the IO having a particular agreement (e.g. Cooperation 
Agreement) in place with a laboratory,  university or government.  Interns are highly involved in IO 
activities and undertake a specific project under the supervision of an IO staff.  Students shall either 
be pursuing a PhD at a university or an equivalent institution, or be participating in a program in a 
scientific or technical field, which has a special agreement with the IO. 

− Duration:  Shall be considered on an individual basis (maximum: 4 years). 

− Allowance:  Interns shall be paid by the university, laboratory or governmental entity which 
is funding the internship.  If provided for in the specific agreement between the IO and the 
participating entity, the IO may contribute to the funding of the internship and/or pay a 
monthly allowance to the student within the ceiling of Category A internship; or the entity 
may also transfer funds to the IO, who will then pay an intern directly.  The amount of the 
allowance shall be defined on an individual basis in the Internship Agreement. 

 
Interns who are coming from another public company/institute/organization, shall provide evidence 
that they receive no salary from their employer during the internship period.  Similarly, interns receiving 
an internship allowance from the IO, should not receive any other allowance, equivalent grant or 
scholarship for the same purpose (i.e. to fund their internship at IO) that would be at the same or higher 
level than the IO allowance. 
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- Completed Intern Identification Sheet; 

- Copy of the intern’s visa (if applicable). 
 
Students must also submit documents in order to complete the necessary security clearance and any 
visa procedures, if a visa is needed.  Security team and Agence ITER France (AIF) Welcome Office will 
contact the student directly concerning all required documents. 
 

1.4. Accommodation 
Please note that an intern is responsible for finding their own housing and should anticipate this matter, 
as it may be difficult to find accommodation for interns at the last moment.  Please find accommodation 
research tips in the Section 6. Guide to Renting in France. 
 

1.5. First Day at ITER 
Prior to their arrival to ITER, an intern will receive a ‘Welcome’ e-mail with practical information 
concerning their first day at ITER.  
 
On the first day, an intern will pick up the ITER badge at the main entrance (Entrance C) of the ITER 
Headquarters (HQ) and will join their unit of assignment. 
 
 

2. Rules 
 

2.1. Internship Conditions 
Interns are granted the same official public holidays as IO staff members.  The internship hours for: 

• Students under 18 shall not exceed 35 hours (7 hours per day); 

• Students over 18 shall not exceed 40 hours per week (8 hours per day). 
 
Monday to Friday, Cat. A, B and S interns will have to fill in a weekly time sheet in the IO information 
system. 
 
An intern shall be entitled to leave at the rate of two (2) days for each month of internship completed.  
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3.4. Library 
The ITER Digital Library, offers access to a collection of books, standards, popular science and 
engineering magazines and fusion journals.  More information about the ITER Digital Library can be 
found on Buzz (intranet) under “Working at ITER”. 
 

3.5. Office Materials 
The IO shall provide an intern with access to a laptop, phone guest internet connection and other 
facilities. These facilities shall be used for work purposes only. Upon departure, all materials are to be 
returned in perfect working order. 
 

3.6. Bank account 
- Allowances shall be paid in Euros, by automatic transfer to a SEPA bank account (generally and 

when feasible in France), for which the holder shall be an intern. 

- For interns who will perform their internship completely remotely, and who cannot open a bank 

account in SEPA format, the total monthly net allowance cumulated for the whole duration of 

the internship period shall be paid by the IO to the Intern’s bank account (accepting Euros) in 

one lump sum payment at the end of their internship period.  Bank charges related to the 

payment transfer from the IO to an intern under this paragraph shall be shared between the IO 

and an intern. 
 
General information on banking in France is available on: https://www.french-
property.com/guides/france/finance-taxation/banking/ 
 
The BNP Paribas bank has a branch at the ITER Organization HQ. 
 

3.7. Missions (only for Categories A, B and S) 
During the internship, a supervisor may exceptionally grant authorization for an intern to be sent on 
mission.  All missions must be approved by the IO mission management unit and the relevant 
organizational unit , following IO policy and processes in place.  While on mission for the IO, an intern 
remains under the responsibility of the IO and is required to observe its applicable rules.  Expenses may 
be covered by the IO. 
 
Reimbursements will be made by automatic transfer to a bank account in SEPA format (bank statement 
to be given to the HRD during the first week of internship at the latest). 
 
 

4. Departure Procedure 
 

4.1. Internship Report 
Any results (information and intellectual property, whether protectable or not) generated by the intern 
while at the IO shall be owned by the  56.664s4ntelle4 364.37 Tm
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http://www.logic-immo.com/
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https://www.google.co.uk/travel/hotels/apparthotel%20information/entity/CgsI4sHppfOCsKO_ARAB?g2lb=2502548%2C2503780%2C4258168%2C4270442%2C4306835%2C4317915%2C4328159%2C4371334%2C4401769%2C4419364%2C4482438%2C4486153%2C4491350%2C4509341%2C4515403%2C4517258%2C4536454%2C4539945%2C4540817%2C4270859%2C4284970%2C4291517&hl=en-FR&gl=fr&ssta=1&ap=aAE&q=apparthotel%20information&rp=EMOK-IHvucfdEhDiweml84Kwo78BOAJAAEgCogEITWFub3NxdWXAAQPIAQA&ictx=1&ved=0CAAQ5JsGahcKEwigoMmszonwAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg&utm_campaign=sharing&utm_medium=link&utm_source=htls&ts=CAESABogCgIaABIaEhQKBwjlDxAEGBQSBwjlDxAEGBUYATICEAAqDQoJSgIgAToDRVVSGgA
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- Residences Estudines. 
 

Option 5: Long term holiday rentals 
Short and long term holiday rentals can be found on sites such as Airbnb, TripAdvisor, Owners Direct, 
Home Away.  They will offer fully furnished rentals and can be the perfect alternative to a sublet. Airbnb 
already has a landing page dedicated to long-term rentals and sublets that last from 28 days to six 
months. Renters pay for their stay, which typically includes all bills and utilities.   
 
 
Finding housing on the Internet: a lot of rental information is posted online, by agencies and 
sometimes directly from owners.  There are special rental forums for publishing and consulting various 
housing information, but you have to pay attention to the authenticity of this information. 
 
 
Accommodation research websites 
Websites of classified ads: 

ü https://www.leboncoin.fr/recherche/?category=10&locations=Aix-en-Provence  

ü https://www.pap.fr/annonce/locations-aix-en-provence-13-g11424 

ü http://www.seloger.com/ 
Accommodation sharing websites:  

ü https://en-fr.roomlala.com/ 

ü http://www.appartager.com/?l=1 
Others: 

ü https://www.en.appartaixquis.com/ 

ü https://international.lescrous.fr/ 
 

 

6.4. Rent Procedure 
Rents vary widely across France, depending on factors such as region, neighborhood and property type. 
Depending on the property you move into and your tenancy agreement, you may be responsible for 
setting up accounts for utilities such as electricity, gas, internet, phone and TV, when renting in France. 
Details on how to subscribe to these utilities are mentioned in the later part of this document. Furnished 
properties will typically include bills within the rental cost, and your landlord should provide you with 
a breakdown of these costs. Unfurnished places are usually advertised based on rental costs alone. 
 
Regarding the rental cost (“

https://www.leboncoin.fr/recherche/?category=10&locations=Aix-en-Provence
https://www.pap.fr/annonce/locations-aix-en-provence-13-g11424
http://www.seloger.com/
https://en-fr.roomlala.com/
http://www.appartager.com/?l=1
https://www.en.appartaixquis.com/
https://international.lescrous.fr/
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As a tenant you are entitled to ask the landlord for a monthly receipt for rental payments (“Quittance 
de loyer
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6.7. Guarantee 
Many rental contracts require one guarantor per tenant. The guarantor is essential in the process of 
finding and booking accommodation.  It allows the landlord to be reassured about the payment of the 
rent.  
 
Finding guarantors is a problem encountered by many international students, especially as many student 
apartments now require guarantors.   
 
A guarantor is usually someone from your family or your close relatives, or it can sometimes be an 
organization. The guarantor’s income must be three to four times higher than the rent, and landlords 
prefer guarantors who have their income domiciled in France. A guarantor will probably be asked to 
provide the following:  previous year's tax bill; three months of most recent pay slips; bank RIB, French 
ID document, electricity bill, and previous year's property tax or rent payment certificate (if the 
guarantor is not the owner). 
 
Some landlords may make concessions by accepting an international guarantor who is a qualified 
guarantor but may not be resident in France, but they are still required to meet all other requirements. 
(This option will need to be negotiated with the landlord, it may be more difficult with an agency.)  
 
Some banks in France offer guarantor services for students in order to secure a long-term rental 
apartment. This guarantee is provided when the student opens an account with the bank and deposits 
the total rental costs for about one year; the bank then blocks the amount deposited for the duration of 
the rental period. In this case, the bank stands as a guarantor for students in France, a management fee 
may be charged for this service.   
 

6.8. Lease Contract 
The tenancy contract (“contrat de bail” 

 





https://www.expatica.com/fr/housing/renting/rent-in-france-101131/#renting
https://particulier.edf.fr/fr/accueil.html
https://particuliers.engie.fr/
https://total.direct-energie.com/
https://particulier.edf.fr/fr/accueil/connexion/creer-espace-client.html
https://particulier.edf.fr/en/home/moving-into-a-new-house.html
https://www.french-property.com/guides/france/utilities/electricity/bill
https://particulier.edf.fr/en/home/contract-and-consumption/payment-methods.html


https://www.lycamobile.fr/en/
https://mobile.lebara.com/fr/en
https://www.orange.fr/portail
https://www.sfr.fr/
https://www.bouyguestelecom.fr/
https://mobile.free.fr/
https://www.red-by-sfr.fr/
https://www.sosh.fr/


 
Route de Vinon-sur-Verdon - CS 90 046 - 13067 St Paul Lez Durance Cedex - France 

19 
 

If your accommodation does not have internet connection, you will need to check if you can sign up 
for the Internet at your residence. Your accommodation will need to have a T-shaped telephone line 
interface (“prise téléphonique”), if it doesn’t, you will need to contact a service provider to install this 
and to pay for the connection fee. If there is already a phone line interface, the landlord should be able 
to provide you with the phone number or the name of the former tenant, which can then be used to 
sign up for the internet connection. 
 
To sign up for an internet plan: 

https://mobilite.dlva.fr/
https://zou.maregionsud.fr/en/
https://www.lepilote.com/
https://www.ville-manosque.fr/en/


 
Route de Vinon-sur-Verdon 

https://moovitapp.com/marseille_metropole-1562/poi/en
https://www.lepilote.com/
https://en.selectra.info/moving-to-france
https://en.selectra.info/broadband-phone-france/guides/tips/mobile-internet-promotions
https://en.selectra.info/broadband-phone-france/guides/tips/mobile-internet-promotions
https://en.selectra.info/energy-france/suppliers
https://en.selectra.info/moving-to-france/driving/car-rental


mailto:welcome.office.admin@iter.org
https://www.welcomeofficeportal.fr/prepare-your-stay/visas/visas-for-interns/
mailto:internships@iter.org

